
MINUTES OF BITTERLEY  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

 WEDNESDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2023 

Clerk; Sue Jones  Email ; Bitterleypc@gmail.com         Tel ; 01584 890375  

Website; Bitterley.org.uk  

PRESENT: Mrs. A. Holman, (Chair) Mr. R. Osborne, Mr. C. Chillingworth, Mr. J. Reardon-
Smith, Mr P Martin and Mr D. Rogers 
  
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: 
Mr R. Huffer and Mrs T Huffer (Shropshire Councillors) 
 
The Meeting commenced at 7.00pm 
 ITEM ACTION 

2022/106 Apologies: 
Mr. G. Dolphin,  Mrs. K. Wheeler, Mr T. Millard, and Mr R. Watkins 

 

2022/107 Public participation  
None 

 

2022/108 Shropshire Councillor Report 
T Huffer: There are 17 free beds in Shropshire,  150 beds are bed 
blocking, 150 patients fit to leave 50% in those beds for 2 months were fit 
to go home, but nothing in place, eg Care Package, home not suitable. 
There are step-up properties, which are short-term, but being used long-
term.  Adult Social care is having a further cut, overspend on children 
£8M and Adults £5 M.  If this is taken from reserves it will  only leave 
£5.4M in reserves.   Government needs to put more in SC Adults social 
care £600M 22/23, 225M to adult social care, and children, there is a 
£50M deficit to start.  Peer review says SC is overstating £50M overspend 
by £30M. 
Dean Carole has be challenged over Relief road around Shrewsbury, 
£32M overspent and doesn’t know why.   
JRS doesn’t accept SC are short of money, they have purchased 
Shopping centre, golf courses, etc.  How do we do get SC to spend 
money in the right places.  TH:  SC needs more money per head from 
Central government. 
Health service is broken and will not get back to where it was before. 
TH: Local Government Settlement has now be announced and is  £3M 
better.   The level received from Government has been decreasing over 
the last few years.  
RO – DFG money is £3.6M if anyone needs to get out of hospital Wyre 
Forest District Council use DSG money when homes aren’t fit.  Is SC 
thinking around ways to resolve the issues? TH: Tanya Miles, Director 
Public Health, is bringing new ideas and initiatives.  Councils did have 
intermediate places for people to go, all 24 beds are all full in Ludlow. Cut 
from 86 – 40, then 40 – 24, If you could discharge from acute hospital to 
community hospital it could ease the suitiation. SC are only advisory to 
the health boards.  What Parish Councils need to do is to support to help 
get  Ludlow Hospital to what it was. Want all of the beds open, and to full 
capacity. TH doesn’t think the current site is the best position for the 
hospital.  
JRS: What is the plan, what do you want the PC  to do to get the 
Community Hospital as it was.  TH: There is a group called “ Fighting for 
Health”.  Get involved with the meetings.  Make it known to residents.  
JRS asked if it was possible to attend the Health Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee at SC, yes, TH to send the details. 
RO What are SC doing to? RO to contact T.Myles  
RO: Do SC have enough staff to run the Social Care?  TH:No.  Looking at 
Social care training packages.  
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2022/109 Declarations of Interest 
None 

 

2022/110 Approval of Minutes 
To confirm the minutes of the meeting held on the 11th January  2023.  
Signed by the Chairman, subject to the addition of point 5 in Public 
Participation. 5. Major issues with proposed development running up to 
the grade 2 listed building.  

 

2022/111 Clerks Report 
Smartwater 
The application has been submitted by the clerk,  TM to sign the 
acceptance and return.  
WMP  would like to know where we would like the signs placed. Ask the 
local SNT where they think the signs would be best placed.   
Where can we get a list of address without names. Clerk to investigate. 
Angel Bank – Defibrillator   
Quote for the replacement has been sent around previously to 
Councillors. It will have Smartwater fitted when replaced.  Meduk are 
looking to put a tracker on the new Defib should cost in the region of 
£80.00.  Any other tracker would in the region of £800 so not viable. It 
was proposed by  AH and seconded by JRS to accept the quote. All 
agreed, clerk to place the order.  
Cleeton Right of Way 
The Rights of Way Officer does not believe that the wall that runs along 
the southern edge of the driveway to The Old Vicarage is likely to have 
any health & safety implications on users passing along this footpath. The 
legal line of this footpath runs along the driveway to The Old Vicarage. 
The eastern section of this wall is sufficiently back from the footpath so as 
not to impact users. The officer can understand how users of this footpath 
may believe - when using an Ordnance Survey Explorer map and the way 
marker present at the location - that the line of the footpath runs to the 
south of this wall, outside the curtilage of The Old Vicarage. Walking this 
line, which is not a public right of way, would bring users into close 
proximity to this wall and may have raised the health & safety concerns 
that the PC have consulted them about.  Although the route described in 
the paragraph above is located within access land termed under the 
Countryside and Rights of Way Act (2000), land located within 20 metres 
of a dwelling is considered ‘excepted land’ and as such the right to roam 
is excluded. Because of this, users should not be in close proximity to this 
wall. Further information on access land and excepted land can be seen 
here - Open access land: management, rights and responsibilities - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 
Clerk to thank the officer but to ask when is the footpath sign going to be 
put back at the both ends  of the footpath so walkers will follow the correct 
route.  
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2022/112 Planning Applications 
Planning Applications for Consideration 
a) 22/05424/EIA - Proposed Solar Farm SE Of Rock Farm 
The Planning Committee have identified the followibg points: 
1.  Effect on Heritage Asset - Henley Hall 
2.  Effect on Heritage Asset - Cayhamn Fort 
3.  Cumulative impact and Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) 
4. Rocks Covert  
5. Land area of the site 
6. Best Most Versatile Land 
7. Site selection and connectivity 
8. Community Consultation 
The Commiiteed has made the recommendation to Object 
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It was proposed by AH and seconded by  JRS All agreed.  JRS to send 
final submission to  Clerk for submission.  

2022/113 Roads 
Road outside Hilluppencott 
Mr D Perrin has raised the Issue of the state of the road.  Because of the 
potholes on the left-hand side of the road,  drivers go down the wrong 
side of the road, to avoid them, this means that vehicles coming from the 
Bedlam road  have poor visibility to come out onto this road.  3 reports 
have been made on “Fix My Street” Heavy vehicles are using the road but 
temporary repairs keep being done. How do we get major repairs done to 
this patch of road.  Clerk to  
ask at the highways how this can be done, about the  lack of response 
and how they priortise and who does this work.  
Speeding at Middleton 
Speeds are travelled as the same as A4117, there is no footpath for 
pedestrians   to walk safely.   Volunteers needed to join a Community 
Speed Watch, CC  was asked to sound out possible volunteers to 
participate in the community speed watch as a minimum of 6 are needed.  
Clerk to ask  WM to gather the data before we can start the process.  Feel 
the speed is increasing and becoming more of a problem, ask LSNT if 
“Bob” could visit .   AH proposed seconded by  DR, all agreed.  
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2022/114 Website – Proposals for improvement 
Adjourned to next meeting  

 
 

2022/115 Councillor Reports 
1. Street lighting:  RO circulated a  report, futher details to follow.  
2. AH, KW and JRS meet with T. Lythe (Development Control Manager)   
    and  G.French (Planning Offier) In response to the letter that was sent  
    to SC, in regards to the Squirrel Lane, Solar Farm Planning Application. 
    AH will confirm to TL what is expected from the meeting, which will be  
    circulated to Councillors.  
3. The Expense team submitted a written report asking for councillors to 
a) Review the process for spending CIL payments 
b) Come up with community wide projects to spend money on 

 
 
 
 
 
AH 
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2022/116 Grant Policy and Grant Application From 
Adjourned to next meeting 

 

2022/117 Financial Matters 
a) Payments since last meeting: 
None 
b)Accounts for payment: 
Chq 771 D Forster – February    £40.00 
Chq  772 SALC Training     £90.00 
C)Bank Reconciliation 
Account Balance: ££22,431.85 
 

  

2022/118 Date of the next Meeting: 8th March 2023 - Annual Parish Meeting  
2022/119 Meeting Closed 10.00pm  

 


